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APPLYING FOR LEGAL AID

Under certain conditions, you may be granted State aid to pay a lawyer to file a suit
or to defend you in court.

What is legal aid?

e Itis a State aid
e Paid subject to means-testing
e Can cover up to 100% of your legal costs

For which types of cases?
Legal aid can be requested to initiate a lawsuit or to defend you in the event of divorce, dismissal, over-indebtedness,
appeal against an administrative authority, but also to enforce a court decision (payment of a bailiff), to pay for me-

diation, for example.

Conditions to be met before applying for legal aid

To determine your resources, the following is taken
into account :

e your income (wages, allowances, unemployment,
active solidarity income - RSA, benefits, pensions,
etc);

e the income of other people in your household ;

@ Your resources

e Since 1 January 2021, the reference taxable inco-
me (revenu fiscal de référence - RFR) is taken into
account;

e You are not eligible for the scheme if your savings
are greater than €11,261 and €33,790 if you have

real estate assets. e the number of dependants.
2021 Scale
Number Reference taxable income Cover Number Maximum monthly re- Cover
of (RFR)in€ (V] of sources (€) (%)
dependants dependants
0 Less than or equal to € 11262 100 3 Less than or equal to € 16 596 100
0 Between € 11263 et €13 312 55 3 Between € 16 597 € and € 18 646 55
0 Between € 13 313 € et €16 890 25 3 Between € 18 647 € and € 22 224 25
1 Less than or equal to € 13 289 100 4 Less than or equal to €17 876 100
1 Between €13 290 € and € 15 339 55 4 Between €17 877 € and €19 926 55
1 Between € 15 340 € and € 18 917 25 4 Between € 19 927€ and € 23 504 25
2 Less than or equal to € 15 316 100
2 Between € 15316 € and €17 366 55
2 Between €17 367 € and € 20 944 25

@ Your situation

Vous devez étre :

e of French nationality or an EU national;

e of foreign nationality with a legal status and
lawfully and habitually resident in France.

e oran asylum seeker.

Foreign persons who are subject to deportation
measures are also eligible: obligation to leave French
territory (OQTF), deportation, etc., persons placed in
detention centres or minors, for example.

& You are not entitled to legal aid if your legal costs are covered by your legal expenses insurance.




Do you meet the requirements? Create your application

You already have a lawyer

Download the legal aid application form
(https://www.service-public. fr/particuliers/

vosdroits/R1444) and create your file to-

gether.
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You do not know any lawyer

Download the same legal aid application form. Fill
it in and tick the box “appoint a lawyer” (désignation
d’'un avocat).

Gather the requested supporting documents. You
can obtain free legal advice (link to fact sheet) to

help you complete the file.

File

Deposit or send by
registered mail
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Legal Aid Office (Bureau d'aide juridictionnelle - BAJ)

based at the court of law attached to your place of
residence or at the court in charge of your case (if the
case is already in progress).

|

National Court for Asylum Seekers (Cour

Nationale des Demandeurs d’Asile - CNDA) if
the application is filed there.

Examination of the application
Variable timeframe: between se-
veral weeks and several months.
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Your application is accepted
You are provided with a lawyer’s name if you
do not have one. In principle, it is the lawyer

who contacts you.

You receive a registered letter
with acknowledgement of receipt.

Your application is denied D

regular mail

Registered mail
with

acknowledgement
of receipt

|

Legal aid is in full
Lawyer’s fees are
paid in full and you
do not have to pay
anything.

Legal aid is partial
Portion of lawyer’s
fee is paid (25% or
55%) and you must
settle the difference.

Possible appeal to

the Legal Aid Office,
by registered mail
with acknowled-
gement of receipt
(attach a copy of the
decision).

When can you apply for legal aid?
The aid may be requested before or during the case in question.
It may also be requested at the end of proceedings, in order to enforce the court decision.

This document was produced in partnership with Barreau de Paris Solidarité
(Paris Bar Pro Bono Service).
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